
       Eagle’s Nest 
Volume 2. Issue 1 

 

Valley Middle School             November 2017-January 2018 

Spreading Christmas Cheer by Brayden Curcio 

“Bah Humbug!”  Almost everyone is familiar with Scrooge’s reaction to Christ-

mas and celebrations.  The Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens was about 

Scrooge’s transformation; his dynamic character changed from being mean 

and miserly to kind and generous. The story began with Scrooge begrudgingly 

giving Cratchet Christmas Day off.  Scrooge went home only to be visited by 

three ghosts:  the ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and Future.  The Ghost of 

Christmas Past reminded Scrooge how generous and fun-loving his own boss was; Christmas Present showed him 

how loving Cratchet’s family was and hinted at Cratchet’s son Tiny Tim dying within the year.  Christmas Future 

showed Scrooge how no one would mourn his death although beggars would divvy up his belongings.  Scrooge 

woke up Christmas morning a changed man.  He bought a huge turkey for the Cratchets, gave Cratchet a raise, and 

wished many Merry  Christmas. 
 

The Christmas Carol originally went by a slightly different title and has been recreated in many cartoons, television 

shows, and even movies.  Even though the story was written in 1843, the message still holds true today.  Dickens’ 

purpose was to call attention to the poor and encourage people to help those who are less fortunate especially 

during Christmas time.   
 

     After acting out the play, students in Mrs. Boyle’s Flex class decided 

to spread Christmas cheer.  The group visited residents at Providence 

Place for an hour of singing Christmas carols with Mrs. Kovaitch accom-

panying on the piano. Students also chipped in to purchase fuzzy socks 

for each of the residents.  Another Flex group created Christmas orna-

ments with a promise to help their parents during the Holidays to help 

make the season less stressful.  Help spread good cheer! 

The History of the Nutcracker by Brandon Gaizick 

The Nutcracker, a classic Christmas story, is a two act 

fairy tale ballet centered on a family’s Christmas Eve cel-

ebration.  Friends and family come together to decorate 

the beautiful Christmas tree in preparation for the party.  

Once finished, the children are in awe of the sparkly tree 

with candles and decorations.  The party begins. 

The Nutcracker originated and was first performed in 

December 1892 in Saint Petersburg, Russia. 

The Nutcracker was composed by Tchaikovsky. Tchai-

kovsky, born in Russia in 1840, was a famous 

composer from 1860 to 1893. The Nutcracker 

was one of his most famous pieces of music 

composition.  Although another man wrote 

the story, Tchaikovsky was commissioned to 

do the score for the ballet. 

The Nutcracker,s popularity grew since it was 
first performed in 1944, and it is still popular 
today. 
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Wilkes-Barre Scranton Penguins Off to a Hot Start by Ian Kramer 

 The Wilkes-Barre Scranton Penguins have begun the season with a 

13-5-1-1 record, good enough for the Atlantic Division lead and 28 points. 

They have suffered the loss of their two goalies to the Pittsburgh Penguins, 

their NHL affiliate. Tristan Jarry and Casey DeSmith, the Baby Pens goal-

ies at the start of the season, were recalled to Pittsburgh, due to the injury 

of Matt Murray and the waiving of Antti Niemi. Although, the Penguin 

lack of goaltending has been overcome by their potent offense. Their of-

fense is led by snipers Daniel Sprong and Ryan Haggerty. The Pens have 

shown perseverance and determination thus far this season and look to continue their success. 

Las Vegas Golden Knights Off to A Surprising Start by Ian Kramer 

 The Las Vegas Golden Knights are off to a blistering start this season. They are not only leading their 

division, but are third in the challenging Western Conference. They currently stand at a record of 15-6-1 re-

cording 31 points. In addition, they are currently on their second 

five game winning streak of the season; which ties a record for 

the longest winning streak for an expansion team in their inaugu-

ral season. Furthermore, they have done all of this with 4 different 

goalies as Marc- Andre Fleury, Malcolm Subban, and Oscar 

Dansk are all on IR. Currently, Maxime Legace is stopping the 

shots for the Knights. The Knights are nearly unbeatable thus far 

at home, boating a 9-1-0 record at T-Mobile Arena. Seemingly, 

the Knights show no signs of stopping their string of rapid success 

and may even contest for a playoff spot at the end of the season, to many fans surprise.  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

NFL Wild Card Weekend by Ian Kramer 

This past weekend, the NFL Playoffs began.  On Saturday the Tennessee Titans and the Kansas City Chiefs 

duked it out at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City.  The Titans completed a miraculous comeback to beat 

the Chiefs 22-21.  Then, the Atlanta Falcons visited LA to play the Rams.  In an upset win, the Falcons won 

26-13.  The next day, the Buffalo Bills traveled to the Jaguars and lost 10-3 

in a defensive game,  Later ], the Carolina Panthers an the New Orleans 

battled in New Orleans,  The Saints won by a score of 31-26.  Next week in 

the Divisional round of the playoffs, the Falcons will play the Eagles, the 

Saints will play the Vikings, the Jaguars will play the Steelers, and the Titans 

will travel to New England to play the Patriots. 
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Living Standards by Nathan Markle  

These days, a U.S. citizen is expected to live until they are 78 years old. Within that time, you 

probably will live and work in a relatively nice area, have family to fall back on, government 

services to help you if you get injured, and you probably don’t live in fear of barbarians right? 

You will make money to provide for yourself and your family and will generally live a lot nicer 

than most other countries. Now, let’s compare life and happiness to that of people from the 

Dark Ages. 

People’s lives in Europe in the Dark Ages were significantly different from ours. In the Dark 

Ages, people might have lived to their 30s or 40s at most.  Most people were peasants who 

enjoyed themselves very little, ate even less, and worked a lot harder than anyone will today. 

They had to deal with lice-infected bread, while we enjoy pizza. They had to deal with the fact 

that a little fever could kill them, we rejoice when we get a fever because that means a day off 

of school or work. Not to mention women were treated like farm animals and didn’t have any 

rights. The monarchs of the time tried to keep their people in a state of ignorance, so that 

they could work them and keep them in line. The monarchs would spread stories of great sea 

monsters, to keep people from wanting to travel and break out of their bubble of ignorance. 

In today’s world people have much more access to knowledge.  

If you are a clean freak think of this, there were entire streets in London full of animal 

guts, human feces, and rotted food. In modern times, people could be fined 

for littering.  From what I just told you, you should be thankful you live 

in these times. Medieval living conditions were very harsh, and many of 

us wouldn’t last a day in their shoes. 

 Martin Luther King Day by Koen Gaydos 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out hate; only 

love can do that.” MLK   

Martin Luther King Day was first observed on January 20, 1986.  This holiday observes the birthday of Mar-

tin Luther King Jr. and is celebrated every third Monday in January.  This year it falls on January 15, 2018, 

which is during the second quarter.   

The birthday of Martin Luther King Jr. is celebrated throughout the United States of America because this 

man helped change the course of the nation’s history.  He fought to bring equal rights be-

tween black and white people.  He spent almost all of his short life fighting for these rights 

although he did it in a peaceful way.  However, he was assassinated by James Earl Ray on 

April 4, 1968.  Martin Luther King and his wisdom are and will always be remembered in 

U.S. history. 

“I have a dream today...that one day...” 
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                   AC/DC by Ryan Coghill   

                “Back in Black   I hit the sack   I’ve been too long, I’m glad to be back” 

    AC/DC is an Australian hard rock band founded by Malcom and Angus Young. All the 

original members of the band were Malcolm, my favorite guitarist; Angus; Bon Scott; Phil 

Rudd; and Cliff Williams. Malcom and Angus were born in Scotland but moved in 1963 

to Australia after the “big freeze’’ in Scotland. That winter they had 8 foot deep snow. They moved to Sidney, Aus-

tralia, and the brothers founded the band in 1973 and are still playing today. Their first album released was High 

Voltage in 1975. They released several more albums such as Highway to Hell, Powerage, Let There Be Rock, and 

Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap. Then the tragic event of Bon Scott died of a heavy amount of alcohol. Their next al-

bum was a tribute to Scott, Back in Black, the bestselling album for the band. Some of their later albums were Ra-

zors Edge, For Those About to Rock, Stiff Upper Lip, Ballbreaker, Fly on the Wall, and Rock or Bust.  

   Recently the co-founder Malcolm Young died peacefully on November 18, 2017.  He had already quit the band 

years earlier because of dementia. Young died at the age of 64 and it was a large loss to his family. Angus Young 

told Rolling Stone, “As his brother it is hard to express in words what he meant to me during my life, the bond we 

had was unique and very special. He leaves behind an enormous legacy that will live on forever. Malcolm, job well 

done” (Rolling Stone Magazine). Malcolm Young will be greatly missed. 

   Finally, AC/DC is one of the best Rock ‘n Roll bands ever.  They are well accomplished and have a great legacy. 

AC/DC is my favorite band because I enjoy Rock and Roll, and I prefer 70s’and 80s’ rock. You can still listen to 

AC/DC on digital CDs; sadly, they don’t tour anymore. My favorite AC/DC album is Black Ice, and my favorite 

songs are Hells Bells, Stormy May Day, Sin City, If You Want Blood, and High Voltage. What is your favorite AC/

DC song? 

P a g e  4         E a g l e ’ s  N e s t  

Beyond the Scene by Nekeya Deangelo 

Did you ever think about k-pop or music in Korean? Well, I did and it is very good; it is similar to our American 

pop music. Recently there has been this band called BTS, and they have been dominating the US since 2013. BTS 

stands for Beyond the Scene or Be There Soon. The band consists of seven members. The members’ names and 

nicknames are: Kim Seokjin, Jin; Min Yoongi, Suga; Kim Namjoon, Rm (Rap Monster); Jung Hoseok, J-Hope ; 

Kim Taehyung, V; Park Jimin, Jimin;  Jeon Jungkook, Jungkook (Kookie).  The band members are all boys who are 

close to the same age. BTS has been making music with Big Hit Entertain-

ment since 2013, the year they debuted.   

If you know too much or follow their every move then you’re definitely part 

of the ARMY (Adorable Representative M.C for Youth).I know this is my 

opinion, but they are the best k-pop group ever so please go check out their 

new songs:  DNA, Mic Drop, and J-Hope’s mixtape on YouTube and Spoti-

fy. 

“Things aren't always what they seem/You're only seeing part of me/ 

There's more than you could ever know/Behind the scenes” 
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California Wildfires by Alex Barrett 
 

Have you ever thought about going to Southern California? Think again, California has had 

many devastating fires December through January. The California Wildfires occured in the 

southern region of California. They devastated the state with over 22 deaths in just Sonoma 

alone.  Sonoma had 5,643 structures destroyed in the wreckage. This wildfire covered approximately 680 

miles. In Ventura and Santa Barbara 1,313 structures were destroyed. The fire had 2 recorded deaths and 

several missing people. This fire has evacuated nearly 100,000 people. The Santa Barbara and Ventura fire 

covered 183.3 miles. After the wildfires, California Mudslides have occurred killing several people and de-

stroying many homes.  Terrifying! 

Fortnite Battle Royale by Jude Andrae 

Fortnite is a game where you are dropped into a world, and you have to collect resources and 

weapons. You use the weapons and resources to build forts and try to survive till the end; this is 

called the victory royale. You use the forts to protect yourself and attack others. There are also 

different modes you can play: solo, duo, or squad where you play with others and try to have 

your team place #1. These modes are more popular because you can play with 

your friends. Also the game has many updates and is constantly improving. 

Some of the weapons you can have are: shotguns, rifles, submachine guns, 

scars, and snipers. The three resources are wood, brick, and metal you use 

these to build and win. Overall, this game is both adventurous and addicting. 

Mythbusters by Ryan Coghill  
This TV marathon consists of eleven whole days of Mythbuster on the Science channel. From the first epi-

sode in 2003 to the newest one this year, these episodes are being shown from Christmas Eve, December 24 

to January 3.  There were 288 episodes spread throughout 11 days.  

Mythbusters is a group of people that do experiments and try to confirm if a myth is a true or just a myth. For 

example, if you actually get cold feet when you are scared. They put themselves in situations where they ex-

perience fear and then measured the temperature of their feet. This is what Mythbusters is all about. They 

used a facility is in San Francisco and the shows were aired on the Discovery Channel for 14 seasons.  

The original Mythbusters were Adam Savage, Jamie Hyneman, Tori Belleci, Kari Byron, and Grant Imahara. 

Adam and Jamie were in every season whereas Tori, Kari, and began in the second season and ended in the 

twelfth season. Then, when the original cast quit, the Science channel took over the 

show and found new hosts. They found the new Mythbusters on an episode called 

Mythbusters: The Search. This marathon led up to the new episode with the new 

Mythbusters Jonathan Lung and Brian Louden.  

 I enjoy watching Mythbusters and wish the old episodes would be on television more. 
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North Korean Tension by Nathan Markle 
If you turn on the news right now, there is no doubt one of the headlines 

will be related to North Korea.  For most Americans North Korea may 

seem like a legitimate threat to the United States, but are they really that 

big of a threat? I’ve done some research about their military power, and it’s 

a bit pitiful compared to the United States. The only way they can do big 

damage to the U.S. is through an EMP attack, or a nuclear attack. 
 

To start off, EMP stands for, electric magnetic pulse. If they engaged in an EMP attack, it would effectively 

shut off the entire power grid. This would mean anarchy as people become unruly, and would make it easy to 

follow up with a land attack. I’m not even mentioning the planes that would fall from the sky. However, if the 

government takes care of the looters, raiders, etc. they could easily repel a North Korean land attack. It would 

be easy to repel a land attack since, like I said earlier, their army is pitiful.  

 

Now a nuclear attack is a different story. If North Korea launched a nuke at the U.S., our many radars would 

detect it and figure out its path. Whatever countries it flew over that are allied with the U.S. and are capable 

would fire anti-missiles at it. The U.S. and its allies have many advanced devices to intercept a nuke. These 

devices aren’t flawless and may not work, but would be our best chance. Even if we blow up a nuke midair, 

radiation would still travel a very long way. Which is why a nuclear attack is so intimidating. I’ll leave 

you on this, both attacks are fear worthy, but none are totally devastating, we have come back from 

worse.  

 

                           Puzzling Recreation by Molly Knatcho      
The Rubik’s Cube: a 3D cube puzzle with a distinct color on each side.  This puzzle was in-

vented by Erno Rubik in 1974.  Many people consider this puzzle to be very challenging; 

however, if you learn the proper steps to solve it, it can become easy.  Not only are there 

just 3x3 size cubes, but there are also 4x4, 5x5, and many more, including 13x13.  There are 

also some puzzles that aren’t cubes at all, such as the pyramid shaped puzzle called a 

Pyraminx.  Some cubes also ‘shapeshift,’ which means that when the cube is scrambled, the 

pieces will not all be the same height, and some will stick out at different angles.   

In addition to different shape puzzles, many different companies also make cubes.  Some cubes are preferred over 

others because of their ability to turn faster and smoother.  There are also many methods to solve the 3x3 Rubik’s 

Cube.  The easiest method is Beginner’s Method, which is where you solve the cube layer by layer.  Another meth-

od, probably the fastest way, is CFOP.  In this method, instead of solving the first layer then the second layer, you 

solve both layers together, saving some time.   

Across the world, many Rubik’s Cube competitions are held.  People compete to attempt to solve different puzzles 

as quick as they can.  In competitions, there are two types of records that can be set.  There are either single-solve 

records or average records.  The single solve is the record for just one solve; the average, however, is the record of 

the average of five solves done in a row.  The current world record for the fastest 3x3 single-solve is held by 

SeungBeom Cho of South Korea with a time of 4.59 seconds.  The fastest average is held by Feliks Zemdegs of Aus-

tralia with an average of 5.80 seconds.  Even though this puzzle was created in 1974, it has not lost any popularity 

and most likely will not for a long time. 
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Valley Eagles Boys’ Basketball by Brett Antolick and Grant Russo 

Whether a starter or a sub on the Valley Eagles Boys Jr. High Basketball Team, everyone has a 

role that benefits the team.  For example, some players enter the game for the purpose of help-

ing get rebounds or to execute a certain play.  A role on the team may also be to push the start-

ers to their full potential in practice and make the team better as a whole.  The team also has set 

values that come with the privilege of being a player.  These include academics first, attitude sec-

ond, and ability last.  Practices are filled with drills that help propel you forward as a basketball player. Some drills 

include shooting, dribbling, rebounding, and defensive drills that increase the precision we play with and help us 

work as a unit.  On game days all players are required to dress up for school.  Dressing up shows you care about 

the upcoming game and is an example of how game days are special.  Game days are the times when you get to 

play and your hard work pays off.  All the sprints during conditioning and the hours of drills are over.  You get to go 

out there and play.  The crowd is an amazing part of the game.  There is a roar that booms through the gym during 

a close game after every play.  Nothing on the court gives you a better feeling than when you are the source of that 

roar in a positive way-hitting a big shot or making a great defensive play or just flat out hustling.  You have to have 

the drive to win every day in basketball and all sports.  As the season continues, the Valley Eagles Boys Basketball 

team is looking to contend for the Anthracite League Championship and bring home a banner to our gym. 

Players: Brett Antolick, Blaise Antonelli, Ethan Brennan, Anthony Cera, Jacob Davidovich, Logan Fritz, Nick Hebel, 

Connor Kundrat, Jacob Mummey, Jacob Palermo, Brady Pettit, Grant Russo, Luke Russo, Connor Shamany, Jake 

Thomas, James Wohlleber, and Tommy Zapatocky.  Managers: Josh Libinzki (McBuckets) and Franklin Ritz; and 

Coach Bob Ritz. 

Valley Eagles Middle School Girls’ Basketball 2017 by Gia Casale 

The 2017-2018 basketball season has approached, and the teams are preparing.  Thirteen girls representing the 

Eagles this season are: Brianna Adams, Giovanna Casale, Lauren Festa, Madelayna Fisher, Hailey Kaschak, Kaci 

Kilker, Kyli Kilker, Gianna Manjone, Mia Marnell, Megan Paisley, Lily Palfey, and Madee Wolk.  The coach is Mr. 

Malone, a sixth grade teacher. 

Practices are held mostly every school night for two hours.  At the start of practice, the team takes some time to 

stretch and run laps as a warm-up.  Next, they practice shooting foul shots,  After foul shots, they either play games 

regarding shooting or defending, cover drills and plays, practice dribbling, or improve their techniques.  Regularly, 

there is a scrimmage before practice comes to an end. 

Before a match begins, gameplay and positions are announced in the locker room.  After the home team comes 

out, both teams split up into two lines.  One line practices shooting a layup, and the other line 

retrieves the rebound of the ball.  After someone shoots, they run to the rebound line,  When 

someone rebounds, they pass the ball  to the next person and runto the layop line,   When both 

teams have cleared to the side , the starting five are announced,  The National Anthem is sung 

shortly before the game starts,  Afterwards, game time begins.  Games are split into four quar-

ters,  Each quarter is six minutes long.  When the whistle is blown or oul shots are taken, time is 

not taken from the quarter.  Those are the highlights of the 2017-2018 basketball season,  

Hopefully, the Eagles will take the victory for this basketball season. 
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Subnautica by Zach Wyche 

          Chapter 1 

“All crew members of the aurora 

prepare for landing in 4 hours.”   

“Hey Jackson wake up.” 

“Huh?” I say half asleep.  

“Did you hear the announcement;  we’re about to 

land in four hours”.  

“Oh, okay.” 

“Well? Come on.” 

He asks me what I think will be living on the island 

as we’re walking down the living quarter’s hall. I 

don’t know. Maybe nothing if you think about it.; 

Mike thinks I’m being negative about it. “Well, its 

98 percent ocean; what makes you think that there 

would be life on the island?” Oh. I get it now. 

“Yeah like you always say Mike.”  

As we walk in to the cafeteria, everyone exchanges 

greetings when all of a sudden BANG! What just 

happened!?  

“Attention all crew members report to life pods im-

mediately. “ 

“RUN NOW!” I say as we scatter to the life pods. 

There’s one left, and only two people can be sup-

ported in one.  

“Whatever just get in! You’ll have to leave me be-

hind,” Jake yelled. But it was too late, the hatch 

shut. What, no! Jake was left behind! Why him? 

“GET IN THE SEAT NOW!” 

“Attention: Keep your arms and legs to yourself; 

you may get nauseous while dropping in five, four, 

three, two, one..” 

As we are launched out, we see Jake for the last time.  

Then a panel that covers some wires popped off and 

started to move sporadically around the floor like a 

flag blowing in the wind. The whole life pod shook 

making Mike hit his head on the arm rest and fall in-

to unconsciousness. The panel hit me in the face.  

Waking up to a smoky smell, I realized there was a 

fire in the life pod. After a few minutes of smacking 

the buttons, the armrest lifted, and I grabbed the fire 

extinguisher and put the fire out.  

“Mike are you okay?” I asked. 

“Ow! I think I broke my nose and my leg. Hey where 

did you go?” 

“I was checking the fabricator. I think we should 

make a repair tool so we could fix the life pod’s sys-

tems.                                                 

                            To be continued... 
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